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Since mid-March, I have been looking at Kansas data to try to make sense of things (and some of the 
U.S. data as well). 

My comments and analysis below are NOT saying we need to do more to protect the vulnerable. But I 
do below we do need to take a fresh look at our strategies.  

Kansas numbers continue to improve on several key metrics: new cases are declining (even with more 
testing), the rate of positive tests are declining, as are hospitalization and death rates.  

My statistics are from https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/160/COVID-19-in-Kansas, captured on the 
date they are reported (now Monday, Wednesday, and Friday). 

Positive Tests, Hospitalizations and Death by age group 

Deaths and hospitalizations are dominated by older persons. Despite being 2.2% of KS population, the 
over 85 year old category is almost 40% of the deaths.  Similar characterizations can be made for those 
over 65 and over 75 year olds. Yet as the last column shows, getting the virus is not a necessary a death 
warrant.  

Kansas Positive tests Hospitalization 
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0-9 202 2.2% 6 0.8% 3.0% 0 0.0%  0.0% 
10-17 296 3.2% 0 0.0% 0.0% 0 0.0%  0.0% 
18-24 1141 12.4% 18 2.3% 1.6% 0 0.0%  0.0% 
25-34 1737 18.8% 34 4.3% 2.0% 0 0.0%  0.0% 
35-44 1727 18.7% 90 11.3% 5.2% 4 2.1%  0.2% 
45-54 1682 18.2% 114 14.3% 6.8% 8 4.3%  0.5% 
55-64 1311 14.2% 179 22.4% 13.7% 28 14.9% 93.6% 2.1% 
65-74 556 6.0% 154 19.3% 27.7% 36 19.1% 78.7% 6.5% 
75-85 292 3.2% 114 14.3% 39.0% 39 20.7% 59.6% 13.4% 
85+ 256 2.8% 91 11.4% 35.5% 73 38.8% 38.8% 28.5% 
not 
reported 18 0.2%            
total 9218 100.0% 800 100.0% 8.7% 188 100.00%   2.0% 

 

  



Metrics for opening up (in KS).   

Positive daily cases  should be stable or declining OR the rate of positive tests needs to be declining.  
Daily cases are highly related to the number of tests, which are going up markedly. Despite this, daily 
cases are declining as shown below. As will be shown below, we have had a lot of new cases with our 4 
meat packing plants and our prisons, that have been driving a good part of the number of cases lately. 

 

 

What about the percent of tests that are positive. It is steadily declining.  

 

 



I have also been tracking select counties: 4 counties with our meat packing plants (FI, FO, LY, SW) that 
were hit with a large number of cases later April/early May; one county with major prisons (LV) that was 
hit early May, and the counties of the KC metro area of Kansas (JO, WY). Below is a graph of cases by 
these areas. 

 

Below is a graphs showing daily hospitalizations and deaths in Kansas. 

 



So the 1000’s of new positive cases is NOT translating particularly strongly into these two metrics. Likely 
a key contributor is there are not that many 75+ and 85+ year older working at meat packing plants or in 
prisons. 

Here is hospitalizations by region. 

 

 

 

Notes: 

 KS previously reported its values daily; but switched in mid-May to reporting Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. I linearly interpolate values for the days not reported.  

 I capture the data regularly. I believe the state updates previous reporting, which I do not 
capture in my analysis.  


